GEORGIA 1. SEPTEMBER - 8. SEPTEMBER 2016

Stepantsminda
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The 4th day, Sunday, October the 4", we should up in the
Caucasus mountains to Stepansminda. The fastest way
was to go back via Thbilisi. Before we left, I took a picture of the hotel.

Then a picture from a distance. Here we also see the artificial lake, Ilias lake.

We made a short stop at the Gremi church. ~ We also see a guard tower in the background.

In the valley there are many cows and sheep. There were sephrds with all the herds.


http://www.georgia-tours.eu/ilias-lake-in-kakheti/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gremi

Fastest way back to Tbilisi went over a low mountain It is common with large bales of hay in this area.
range.

Even a lookout tower, as there are many in Georgia. Large apartment buildings on the outskirts of Tbilisi.



This is a kind of Georgia's Stonehen
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at E\ Here we come to an artificial lake, the Zhinvali-reservoir.

. To achieve this, they had to let an entire village go under
ry of Georgia. water.
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The lake. | B We made a stp at Ananuri Hotel & Restaurant.


https://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g1598758-d4771133-Reviews-Ananuri-Ananuri_Mtskheta_Mtianeti_Region.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zhinvali_Dam
https://georgiaabout.com/2014/08/05/history-of-georgia-monument/

Here we are seated
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The road we are driving on is called The Military
Highway. It's the only way over to Russia in this area.
Trucks must have an appointment to cross the border, so
Further along the road we drive past Ananuri Fort. they are queued and waiting to make sure that they come

at the right time.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgian_Military_Road
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgian_Military_Road

pictures throu



https://nn.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aragvi
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There is much sandstone in the area, and we saw many
landslide areas up along the valley.

I on the platform.




One more church. Adpvertising poster outside the shop.

On the way to the pass, we drive past Russia Georgia The bus did not stop, so we did not looked into it.

Friendship Monument, which was erected in 1983.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russia%E2%80%93Georgia_Friendship_Monument
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russia%E2%80%93Georgia_Friendship_Monument
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gudauri

Here we look back at the monument.

This cross stands in a cemetery for German prisoners of
war who worked on the road in the passport in 1950.
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On the other side we arrive at mineral waters. The minerals in the water is deposited on the slope.



https://discovergeorgiablog.wordpress.com/2012/07/16/red-rock-at-jvari-pass/

This is a concrete tunnel made along the way, so that it
will be possible to drive when snowdrifts are still lying
here.

Many tourists who stop here, and there are many who see the oortunit to sell goods to those who stops.

The village on the other side of the valley is called
Then we drive on. This river is called Terek. Kanobi.



https://no.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terek_(elv)

These are the mountains around Stepantsminda.
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We stayed at Rooms Hotel in Stepandsminda or Katzbegi
as that place was called before. Two nights here.

Some of the views from the terrace.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stepantsminda
http://www.booking.com/hotel/ge/rooms-kazbegi.no.html?aid=318615;label=New_Norwegian_NO_5226409945-oY2IgNya_IG7QnCTQ2cQPAS73336419025:pl:ta:p1:p2:ac:ap1t1:neg;sid=cfb4924720c1752456af157efa24a667;ucfs=1;room1=A,A;dest_type=city;dest_id=-2327687;srfid=916b5aa5860de8c52ad2b973ef2626eb84824a59X1;highlight_room=

From the terrace we could see up to Gergeti Trinity
Church situated on a hilltop. We got glimpse of Mount
Kazbek in the background. It is 5047m high.

The&ht changed freuently during
s ‘:_"‘
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Special lamp inside the hotel.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Kazbek
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Kazbek
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gergeti_Trinity_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gergeti_Trinity_Church

On the way back to Tblisi, the 6th day, we stopped at
Ananuri Castle.
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Walnuts are strung on string, dipped in grape juice and
dried. We saw a lot of this in Georgia.

Several varieties of fur hats. Drinking horn for wine.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ananuri

Here are we going in through the wall gates. The walls from the inside.

Lookout Tower. Sea views.

This is the latest.

On the outside of the lchurch. ‘ Inside the latest church.




A kitten outside thgt church.

Finally views beyond the buildings up the valley.



